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Introduced in 1787. In 1791 and 1793, Bills were passed
which allowed Catholics freedom of worship and education,
and admission to the legal profession: only their exclusion
from politics remained a serious restriction. In 1787 Pitt
and for the supported a motion for the abolition of the slave trade; in
saiaverya ^tiie following year, in the absence of Wilberforce, he himself
introduced a similar Bill. Two years later he again lent
his support to a Bill for abolition, and the struggle in Parlia-
ment continued until 1807, the year after his death, when
the slave trade was prohibited. The treaties of 1815 took
further steps towards the complete abolition of the trade.1
Moreover, Pitt showed his sympathy with Poor Law Reform
by proposing in 1791 to establish Schools of Industry for the
poor, where work and maintenance would be provided for
the destitute. This measure, however, he had to withdraw.
Pitt's attitude towards Ireland, his measures for its
satisfaction, and his part in the Union are noticed elsewhere.2
His policy was throughout characterised by a sympathetic
appreciation of Irish grievances and by a statesmanlike
approach to the solution of their problems.
Sa? burdens ^^ ^eld a constitutional position of great historical
importance: his interests were wide and genuine, and in
every way he showed himself a progressive statesman. But
his claim to fame rests primarily upon his_abUit5La§, a
^finaadter. The American War had added £114,500,000 to
our National Debt, which now stood at £240,925,908 ;3 the
interest on this amounted to over £9,500,000.* The credit
of the country gave cause for concern, for 3 per cent. Consols
were quoted at 56,5 and payments to the Civil List were in
arrear. The taxes levied in 1781 totalled £25,353,857, an in-
tolerable burden in view of the small size of the population.
This represents, in fact, a tax of £2 155. per head—a source
of great hardship to all classes, and a crippling restriction
on industrial and commercial enterprise.6 A renovation
1 See further Chapter XII.	2 gee chapter IX.
3 Polit.Hist., vol. x., p. 284.        * Medley, Constit. Hist,, p. 579.
6 Le., a j£ioq Government Stock bearing interest at 3 per cent.   •
could be purchased for £56.
6 In 1913 taxes represented ^3 us. 4<I., and in 1926 £14 us. 8d.
per head (Daily Mail Year Book, 1929, p. 175).

